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need not go into great de-
tail. Iõll just take this oppor-
tunity to recap last month 
and fill you in on several of 
our upcoming events. 
 
On Friday, September 11, 
our Annual Business Meet-
ing was called to order. 
Dennis kicked off the meet-
ing by presenting our òYear 
in Reviewó followed by 
Treasurer Leslie Brownõs          
overview of our financial 
posture. In case you were-
nõt present for the meeting, 
the chart on page 3 gives 
you a very brief comparison 
vis-à-vis last year. 
 
Compared to last year, we 

continue to do just fine in 
spite of the economy. Our 
two largest fundraisers, The 
Courtyard and the Wine 
Auction/PYOL, generated 
the lionõs share of our reve-
nue for the year and en-
abled us to meet most, if 
not all of our annual finan-
cial obligations. My per-
sonal òthanksó to all who 
volunteered their time and 
effort in The Courtyard and 
to our bidders at the Auc-
tion and PYOL. 
 
During the Annual Meeting, 
many well-earned Certifi-
cates of Appreciation and 

(Continued on page 3) 

few twists. 
 
Restaurant owner Yves 
Masqueta has worked out 
an outstanding deal for our 
membership to spend an 
exclusive Sunday afternoon 
dining experience for just 
$29.00 per person, all inclu-
sive. Thatõs right, just 
$29.00 per person takes 

(Continued on page 3) 

Champagne Brunch...Itõs Back! 
Yvesõ Bistro & Wine Bar 

Sunday, October 25 
12:00 Noon 

5753 E. Santa Ana Canyon 
Road, Anaheim Hills 

 
The Champagne Brunch 
continues! 
 
You should have already 
received an e-blast regard-
ing the new version of the 
OCWS Champagne Brunch 

The Newsletter of the Orange County Wine Society, Inc. 

Program. As stated in last 
monthõs edition of The Wine 
Press, Director Jim Beard 
looked into reviving this 
program, but found it was 
cost prohibitive to be 
hosted at the OC Fair and 
Events Center. Jim looked 
to other sources and OCWS 
Member Vito Castellano 
found an outstanding loca-
tion in Anaheim Hills to 
revive the program with a 

In case you ask what hap-
pened to the Presidentõs 
Column this month, let me 
briefly explain. Our Board 
year runs from October 1 
through September 30. 
Since the newsletter must 
be published before the 
new Board of Directors 
conducts its special meet-
ing and election of officers, 
we officially have no presi-
dent to write the lead arti-
cle, ergo, I get to do it! 
 
During the past year, your 
outgoing President, Dennis 
Esslinger, has worked dili-
gently to keep you abreast 
of the Wine Societyõs news 
each month, and as such, I 

From the Editorõs Desk... 
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2008 ~ 2009 Board of Directors 
 

President ~ Dennis Esslinger 
714.544.9503 

 
Vice President ~ Carolyn Schoff 

714.437.9218 
 

Secretary ~ Kevin Coy 
562.243.3234 

 
Treasurer ~ Leslie Brown 

714.921.2717 
 

Director ~ Jim Beard 
949.786.2898 

 
Director ~ Chris Cunningham 

714.751.6731 
 

Director ~ Ron Gottesman 
714.695.0160 

 
Director ~ Rich McCormick 

949.497.3299 
 

Director ~ Richard Ward 
714.964.3881 

 
The Wine Press is the official newsletter of the Orange County Wine Society, 
Inc. If no one procrastinates too much, it is published monthly. Annual sub-
scriptions are complimentary with membership into the OCWS. The opin-
ions expressed herein are those of the editor unless he can find someone 
else to blame. 
 
The OCWS welcomes your letters and comments. All topics from complaints 
about the organization, to questions about wine and winemaking may be 
addressed. Send to: OCWS, Attention: Editor, The Wine Press. Your name 
can be withheld on request. 
 
The OCWS is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) educational organization incorporated 
under the laws of the state of California with its principal place of business 
in Costa Mesa, California. For your convenience, our office is staffed five 
days per week along with our 24-hour answering and facsimile machines. 
Additionally, the OCWS has a web site with email and secure event sign-up 
capability. Visit us online at www.ocws.org. 
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Web Site ~ www.ocws.org 
Editor and Publisher ~ John Goodnight 
Office Administrator ~ Janet Hammond 

Web Site Administrator ~ Judy Fox 
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October  

11 
Installation Dinner ~ Orange County Wine & Food Center 
~ Costa Mesa 

25 
Champagne Brunch ~ Yvesõ Bistro & Wine Bar ~ Anaheim 
Hills 

November  

14 Zinfandel Mini-Tasting ~ OCWS Membersõ Homes 

15 
Chili Cook-Off ~ Memorial Gardens Picnic Area ~ Orange 
County Fair & Exposition Center ~ Costa Mesa 

December  

4 
Holiday Dinner & Dance ~ DoubleTree Hotel ~ Details in 
Newsletter 

October 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
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Volunteer Awards were presented to deserving OCWS mem-
bers. The Societyõs highest recognitionñThe Presidentõs 
Awardñwas presented jointly to Jack and Shirley McManus.  
 
Past President Bob Prill was on hand to introduce and pre-
sent our candidates for the Board of Directors for board year 
2009-2010...  
 

§ Bill Alvis 

§ Scott Chappell 

§ Bill Clark 

§ Chris Cunningham 

§ Kevin Donnelly 

§ Bill Prentice 

§ Sam Puzzo 
 
By now, you should have received your ballots and hopefully, 
got them in the mail for counting. If you donõt think your vote 
counts, let me tell you that we have had several past elec-
tions where a member was elected to the Board of Directors 
by a margin of just one or two votes! 
 
Our departing directors included Chris Cunningham, Dennis 
Esslinger, and Rich McCormick. Please accept my sincere 
thanks and appreciation for the years of service you have 
voluntarily donated to the Wine Society.  
 
In closing, just a reminder about a couple of events on the 
horizon:  
 

§ Installation Dinner on October 11 

§ Champagne Brunch on October 25 

§ Zinfandel Mini-Tasting on November 14 

§ Chili Cook-Off on November 15 

§ Holiday Dinner and Dance on December 4.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Until next year... 
 

John Goodnight 

Editor & Publisher, The Wine Press 

(Continued from page 1) 

care of your meal, tax and tip! The best thing is that Yvesõ 
Bistro will be opened just for our members! Thank you again 
Vito!   
 
Hereõs how it works. Youõll pay before the event this time, 
using the OCWS websiteõs on-line sign-up or by sending in 
the form at the back of this newsletter. All payments will be 
coordinated through the OCWS Office. Then all you need to 
do is bring one bottle of Champagne per person to share with 
fellow OCWS members. Yvesõ restaurant can accommodate 
up to 60 people and we expect to fill the house. So, sign up 
early! 
 
Additionally, we get an opportunity to reward Yvesõ Bistro for 
being a consistently generous Silent Auction contributor to 
our Wine Classic and Wine Extraordinaire.  
  
This event is being coordinated as part of our Dine With Wine 
Program to support and recognize our participating restau-
rants. Here is the brunch menu Yves has created for us... 

 

Appetizers 
 

Asparagus & Smoked Salmon 
Fresh asparagus wrapped with Nova Scotia smoked salmon,  

rolled in Panko bread crumbs and then deep fried 
 

Stuffed Mushrooms 
Mushrooms stuffed with spinach, artichokes, Parmesan,  
and Mozzarella cheeses, served with an herb garlic butter 

 

Pear Brie Tart 
Brie Cheese and thinly sliced fresh pears  

served atop a flaky pastry crust 
 

Vichyssoise 
Cold potato leek soup 

 

Entrée  
(Choice of one) 

 
Salmon Crepe 

Chunks of seasonal salmon with sautéed leeks  
and mushrooms in a dill cream sauce 

 
Poulet Crepe 

Sautéed chicken, mushrooms, leeks, and  
tomatoes in a Champagne cream sauce 

 
 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 7) 

From the Editorõs... (Contõd) Champagne Brunch (Contõd) 

C¸ ΩлуC¸ Ψлф

Income $459,049 $434,457

Expenses $455,646 $425,315

Net $3,401 $9,142

38

OCWS Fiscal Year Consolidated

Profit & Loss



~ 4 ~ 

Volunteer Recognition 

Richard Ward 
Director 

Dave Keyes 
Kendall Madsen 
Karl Marchionna 

Tony & Janet Marino 
Lisa McJenkin 
Mike McNeese 
Sally Jo Mertz 

Bob Miller 
Dave Muggee 

Tom Noad 
Vivien Owen 
Kim Philhart 

Bob Prill 
Maridee Richards 

Craig & Ronna Rowe 
Cheryl Russo 

Peter Schlundt Bodien 
Rich Skoczylas 

Frank & Pat Solis 
Stacey & Wendy Taylor 
Walt & Dolorie Thurner 

Tom Tippett 
Bob Topham 

Richard & Carolyn Wolsfelt 
 

Certificates of Appreciation 
Bill Brechtel 
Linda Dyer 

John Hanley 
Robert Hoelting 

Jim Hume 
Mel Jay 

Tim Koprowski 
Leland Mote 

Sandy Persky 
Cynthia Peterson 

JoAnne Prill 
Ed Reyes 

Luis Reyes 
Wilton & Elisa Roddy 

Rob Romano 
David Rutledge 
Linda Shepard 

John Stark 
Rich Veague 

Tania Villalbazo 
 

Richard Ward 

 

At the September 11 Annual Business Meeting, volunteers 
were recognized for the hours they devoted to the Wine Soci-
ety during the year. The Society is dependent on our mem-
bers who are willing to donate their time and efforts. It may 
be work, but it is fun and you get to meet new people who 
may become life-long friends. 
 
Thank you to the following volunteers for donating your time 
to make OCWS successful during the Board year 2008-
2009é 

 

Presidentõs Award 
Jack & Shirley McManus 

 

$40 Discount Certificate 
Carol Esslinger 

Carol Frank 
John Goodnight 
Larry Graham 

Greg Hagadorn 
Janet Hammond 
Christine Hanley 
David Hirstein 

Chuck & Lora Howard 
Helga Hrowal 
Wayne Huson 

Karl & Virginia Kawai 
Jack & Shirley McManus 

Charley Owen 
Maia Pehrson 
Sam Puzzo 

Wendy Ralph 
Rochelle Randel 
Jack Shepard 

Dean & Robyn Strom 
Bob & Marjorie Trout 

Karen Ward 
 

$20 Discount Certificate 
Ian Baille 

Nancy Ball 
Treeva Beard 
Dave Brown 

Jim Burk 
Scott Chappell 
Kevin Donnelly 
Lynda Edwards 

Yale & Sharon Finkle 
Jim Flores 

John Gentsch 
Jim Graver 

Agnes Grogan 
Kelly Hagadorn 

Geri Hanson 
Rodney Jeu 
Sue Johnson 
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2009 Wine Classic ~ My Final òWrapó... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Few Statisticsé  
 

§ Participating Award Winning Wineries + Our Out-
standing Home Winemakers - 83 

§ Restaurants - 8 

§ Vendors - 22 

§ Total Tickets Sold - 462 

§ Total Pre-Sold - 326 

§ Total Courtyard Sales - 68 

§ Total At-Door Sales - 68 

§ Total Paid OCWS Members - 124 

§ Total OCWS Membership - 948 

§ % OCWS Membership Attending - 13% 
 
First, Iõd like to shout a hearty òThank Youó to all OCWS 
members who attended this yearõs Wine Classic! It was an 
outstanding event and if you didnõt go, you definitely missed 
out on a good one! The 2009 Wine Classic Committee 
worked really hard making every attempt to upgrade the 
quality of the event and from what weõve heard, we suc-
ceeded. 
 
Second, Iõd like to thank of all the Wine Classic Committee 
members for all their hard work, sacrifice, and dedication to 
this event. Youõre a great group to work with and I sincerely 
appreciate all that you do. 
 
Rochelle Randel, Christine Hanley, Janet Hammond, Wendy 
Ralph, Agnes Grogan, John Goodnight, Greg Hagedorn, 
Kelly Hagedorn, Lisa Massacani, Sam Puzzo, Walt Thurner, 
Dorlorie Thurner, Robyn Strom, Dean Strom, Charley Owen, 
Bob Topham, Beverly Genus, Mel Jay, and Carolyn Schoff. 
 
Additional folks that should be thanked include the Home 
Winemaking Group members who graciously poured their 
own wine for the event, Carol Frank ð OCWS Merchandise 
Sales, Charleyõs Crew Members ð Transport, Set-Up, and 
Break-Down Crew, Rodney Jeu ð Event Day Restaurant Coor-
dinator, Matt Fisher ð Loading Dock Crew, and all the OCWS 
Members who volunteered on the day of the event to make it 
a success. 

Unfortunately for this outstanding event, after all the income 
and expenses were reported, this yearõs Wine Classic netted 
a loss. Maybe itõs the state of the economy; perhaps there is 
just too much competition out there with other local wine 
events. Iõm not sure, but I do know that the new 2009-2010 
OCWS Board will be looking closely at this event to see if we 
should continue it or perhaps combine it with the Wine Extra-
ordinaire. I personally believe in the Wine Classic and know it 
can be a success with the proper adjustments and increased 
marketing, so please join us next year if we decide to host it! 
 

Kevin Coy 

Event Chairman 

Kevin Coy 
Secretary 


