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keep everyone busy and we 
really canõt accomplish 
them without your support. 
Check the dates on our 
calendar and set aside time 
in your schedule to partici-
pate.  
 
The next major fundraiser, 
the Wine Auction, is set for 
this month. The Cellar had 
about the same amount of 
wines remaining as last 
year. There should be 
plenty of wine available for 
purchase, so bring your 
money, credit cards, or 
check book and bid on that 
hard-to-find medal winner. 
This is a fun afternoon of 
food and wine and an op-

portunity to stock your wine 
cellar with wines that may 
not be available in wine 
stores. Check the article in 
this newsletter and mark 
your calendar for a day of 
competitive bidding. 
 
We received several dona-
tions for a scholarship fund 
in memory of Larry Pearce. 
The contributions will be 
allocated to one of our sup-
porting colleges and univer-
sities in a few months. If 
you are planning to donate, 
please do so as soon as 
possible. 
 

(Continued on page 3) 

on premium four-bottle lots 
of wine in both a silent and 
verbal auction format. The 
Auction sort crew has been 
working very hard, and 
have prepared over 500 lots 
to date. We expect to have 
well over 900 lots available 
for purchase at the time of 
the Auction. 
 

(Continued on page 3) 

2009 Wine Auction & òPick Your Own Lotó 
This is it! This is your last 
reminder before the big 
event. The annual OCWS 
Wine Auction is set for 
Sunday, March 22, in Build-
ing 16 on the OC Fair-
grounds and Event Center, 
and the PYOL is scheduled 
for Saturday, April 11, in 
the Parade of Products area 
on the Fairgrounds.  
 
This is your last chance to 
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cash in on great buys to 
replace all those bottles 
opened during the holidays. 
The price is $20 per mem-
ber, which includes admis-
sion to both events. For 
additional info on both 
events, please go to the 
OCWS website and review 
last monthõs newsletter. 
 
At the Auction, you will 
have the opportunity to bid 

Itõs March already with 
spring and summer just 
around the corner. With 
that, we are heading into 
our busiest season for vol-
unteers. Plans are in place 
for signups for the upcom-
ing Commercial Competi-
tion, Homewine Competi-
tion, and the Wine Court-
yard. These are three of our 
most labor-intensive events 
and the òheartó of the Soci-
ety. I encourage our mem-
bershipñand especially our 
new membersñto come out 
and get involved. We have 
assignments for all types of 
volunteers from wine mov-
ers to paper pushers. There 
are enough activities to 
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Dennis Esslinger 

President 
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Vice President ~ Carolyn Schoff 

714.437.9218 
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March  

1 Wine Extraordinaire ~ Anaheim Hilton Hotel 

19 
Home Winemaker Group ~ Planting A Vineyard ~ OCWS 
Office, OCFEC 

21 
Home Winemaker Group ~ Wine Blending Seminar & 
Workshop ~ OCWS Office, OCFEC 

22 Annual Wine Auction ~ Bldg 16, OCFEC 

April  

10 
Monthly Tasting ~ òSextant, Per Bacco, & Windemereó ~ 
DoubleTree Hotel ~ Santa Ana/OC Airport 

11 PYOL ~ Parade of Products Area, OCFEC 

25 Mini-Tasting ~ òSonoma Redsó ~ Details in newsletter 

25 
Home Winemaker Group ~ Cal State Fresno Tour ~ 
Details TBA 

May  

8 Monthly Tasting ~ Robert Eppler Wines ~ Details TBA 

June  

6-7 
Commercial Wine Competition ~ Hilton Hotel ~ Costa 
Mesa 

13 Homewine Competition ~ OFEC ~ Details TBA 

27 Sorting & Ribbon Mailing Party ~ OFEC 

27 Mini-Tasting ~ òOC Fair Gold Medalistsó ~ Details TBA 

March 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     
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For those members reading The Wine Press on line, you may 
have noticed we included a short òHappeningsó for the cur-
rent month in the notification email. Hopefully, this will give 
you a quick look at the events for the near term. The complete 
articles will still be part of the online newsletter. Any com-
ments as to its usefulness would be appreciated.   
 
I look forward to seeing you all at our next event in 2009 and 
remember to always drink responsibly at our events.  
 

Dennis Esslinger  

(Continued from page 1) 

Remember, you must attend the Wine Auction to be eligible to 
attend and buy wine at this yearõs PYOL. The PYOL is a great 
deal as most of the PYOL wines that were submitted for the 
Commercial Competition retail for a much higher price. At $5 
per bottle, this is the perfect opportunity to pick up some eve-
ryday wine at a very reasonable price.  
 
Sorry, only OCWS members may attend the Wine Auction & 
PYOL. Additionally, please remember that all the Wine Society 
events are for adults only. As such, we ask that you please 
refrain from bringing underage guests and children to our 
events. 
 
Bidder catalogs will be available in the OCWS office on Mon-
day, March 16. Cutoff for signup is Wednesday, March 18, to 
allow time to prepare the necessary paper and computer work 
for the bidding process.  Just a reminderñno admittance will 
be allowed without prior registration. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at both events! 
 

Kevin Coy 

(Continued from page 1) 

Dennisõ Dialogue... (Contõd) Auction / PYOL... (Contõd) 

Kevin Coy 
Secretary 
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Dine With Wine 

Our latest Dine With Wine event was hosted at Dave & Bust-
ers at the Block at Orange, on Tuesday, January 20. If you 
missed this one, you missed out on a very fun time! 
 
Okay, okay, so Dave & Busters isnõt Mr. Stox or First Cabin at 
the Balboa Bay Club (Hint: look for this restaurant in the fu-
ture). But Dave & Busters can be a very fun place! Mix some 
outstanding wine with great company and a few pool cues 
and who knows what the outcome might be! 
 
Seventeen OCWS members participated in this outing 
(though I will admit, I was really hoping for 20). Fourteen of 
these members participated in the first-ever OCWS Billiards 
Tournament. Team òAny Winersó was the favored team, 
stacked with John Goodnight and yours truly! Team 
òThunderballsó with Dave Brown and Janie Goodnight were 
well-known contenders. Team òFishheadsó with Bob and 
Marjorie Trout promised to be a formidable duo, especially 
after Marjorie received her first on-sight lesson from Billiards 
Pro John Goodnight.  Team òLongShotó, with new members 
Deanne and Jeff Paskil, were just that! They were unknown 
long shots as new members to the OCWS. Team òThe Los-
ers,ó with Ken and Cheryl Knapp were sleepers who fooled 
us all! Team òDish Fishersó with new members Carla Dis-
hanni and Haidy Fisher, looked great playing pool! Carla had 
us all worried when she walked in like a pool shark with her 
own pool cue case in tow. Team òThe Zinnersó with Kristi 
Bullock and Jim Burk were another duo who looked great 
playing pool. Jim was so serious he actually set his camera 
down for a few minutes! 
 
So, I know youõre all dying to know the outcome! The favored 
team, òAny Winersó sunk quickly with yours truly not quite 
holding up his end of the bargain. Partner John Goodnight 
was a good sport about it though. The final game came down 
to òLongShotsó players Jeff and Deanne Paskil and òThe 
Losersó players Ken and Cheryl Knapp. Did I say that òThe 
Losersó were sleepers? Well, both players said they had little 
experience and figured theyõd be out quick enough to sit and 
enjoy their wine. Yeah right! They continued playing through-
out the night until òLongShotó finally took them down to win 
the tournament! Both teams were awarded with two bottles 
of OCWS wine, with the First Place winners choosing the 
pick of the litter! 
 
I apologize to all for not putting together a Dine With Wine 

event in February. This past month, given the planning for the 
Extraordinaire and the Auction/PYOL just got too crazy and I 
couldnõt keep up. Please consider joining us on Sunday, 
March 15, for an evening at Lizarran Tapas Restaurant in Full-
erton. Iõm working with the owner right now to prepare a 
menu that all will enjoy. Look for upcoming e-mails on future 
events. 
 
For more information about our Dine With Wine Dinners with 
our supporting restaurants, please feel free to contact me at 
kcmagnum@aol.com.   
 

Kevin Coy 
 
P.S. Donõt forget to bring your family and friends to our sup-
porting restaurants and be sure to thank them for assisting 
the OCWS...   
 

Dave & Busters ï The Block at Orange 
Finbarôs Italian Restaurant ï Seal Beach 

Carvao Grill ï Brea 
Mad Mikeôs Sausages at Boosterôs Sports Grill ï  

Mission Viejo 
Olive Garden ï Irvine 

Orange Hill Restaurant ï Orange  
Pacific Whey Café ï Costa Mesa 

Sage at Eastbluff and Sage On The Coast ï Newport Beach 
VINDUVIN Wine Tasting Cruises ï Newport Beach 

 

Kevin Coy 
Secretary 

mailto:kcmagnum@aol.com


~ 5 ~ 

2009 Commercial Competition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
OCWS members are already busy working on the 2009 Com-
mercial Wine Competition, the flagship event for our Society. 
This yearõs competition is scheduled for June 6 and 7 at the 
Hilton Hotel in Costa Mesa. 2009 marks the Societyõs 33rd 
year holding this highly-acclaimed competition of California 
wines. 
 
The Commercial Competition provides us with the wine in-
ventory that is served at the Orange County Fair and revenue 
from those sales offsets the cost of conducting the Competi-
tion and also helps to support the goals of the Wine Society. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce this yearõs 
chair of the event, David Hirstein. David is a long-time mem-
ber and Past President of the OCWS. He is joined by an 
amazing committee of seasoned veterans of the Commercial 
Competition. Below are some important dates to put on your 
calendar and details on the volunteer opportunities available 
for you to join us for this key OCWS event. 

 

Carolyn Schoff 

Commercial Competition Board Liaison 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 2009 Commercial Competition will be held the first week-
end in June and your assistance is definitely needed. This 
event is a wonderful opportunity to meet winemakers, enjoy 
good food, and become better acquainted with other OCWS 
members. 
 
There are many areas where volunteers can helpñ
stewarding, glass washing and drying, and computer input 
and verification. A sign-up form is included in the newsletter 
that identifies stewarding days, bagging nights, and other 
work parties with the times and dates. In order to qualify for 
stewarding, please sign-up for two additional work parties 
including one of the bagging nights and one of the other work 
parties such as moving wine to and from the hotel, set-up, 
sorting, or ribbon mailing. We need your support for our work 
parties in order to run a successful competition. The good 
news is that we will have contract workers to help with the 
heavy lifting for the moves to and from the hotel as well as 
the sort. New members are encouraged to participate. No 
training is necessary as newer members will be teamed with 
competition veterans. 
 
The deadline for signing up is April 25. You may fax your 
form to the OCWS at 714.546.5002 or mail to PO Box 11059, 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627. If you have any questions, please feel 
free to phone me at 714-326-8014 or e-mail at 
lbrown@ocws.org.  
We look forward to your joining us for this important event. 
 

Leslie Brown 

Volunteer Coordinator 

EVENT DATE LOCATION 

Bagging June 2, 3, & 4 OCFEC 

Wine Move June 5 & 8 
OFEC / 

Hilton Hotel 

Competition June 6 & 7 Hilton Hotel 

Wine Sorting / 
Ribbon Mailing 

June 27 OCFEC 

Competition Volunteers Needed 

Carolyn Schoff 
Vice President 

Leslie Brown 
Treasurer 

mailto:lbrown@ocws.org

