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This leads me to our first 
major fundraiser of the 
year, the Wine Extraordi-
naire, on March 1. Proceeds 
from this event enable us to 
maintain the organization 
and provide a portion of the 
revenue necessary to fund 
our Scholarship Program.  
 
This is your opportunity to 
sample wines from bou-
tique wineries. I know Chris 
Cunningham and his com-
mittee have assembled a 
great group of wineries and 
a wide selection of food 
purveyors.  
 
Your support can be offered 
in several ways, by buying 

tickets, inviting friends and 
relatives to attend, by vol-
unteering your time to help 
organize the tasting, or 
working the day of the 
event. I know that with our 
membership of about 1,000 
Chris would be ecstatic if 
every OCWS member would 
just attend.  
 
Kevin and the cellar crew 
are preparing the wines for 
the next major fund raiser, 
the Auction and PYOL. The 
Cellar has about the same 
amount of wines remaining 
as last year, so there 
should be plenty of wine 

(Continued on page 3) 

ties grown in their vine-
yards.   
 
Wine Club Manager Bryan 
Cass will be on hand for 
this February 13 event.  
 
Bryan will be serving the 
following wines:  
 

¶ 2006 Grenache 

(Continued on page 3) 

February 2009 Tasting ~ òCassó 
Our featured winery for our 
February Program will be 
Cass Vineyards and Win-
ery.  
 
Cass Vineyards and Winery 
is located in the rolling, oak
-studded hills between 
Paso Robles and Creston 
on Californiaõs beautiful 
Central Coast. This area 
that the vineyard calls 
home, offers quiet serenity 
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for the visitor and a perfect 
growing season for wine 
grapes.  
 
Sited due east of the 
òTempleton Gapó, they re-
ceive the eveningõs cooling 
breezes that the west side 
of Paso Robles is noted for. 
They also rest far enough 
from the coast to generate 
the heat needed to opti-
mally ripen the Rhone varie-

By the time you read this 
newsletter, the first wine 
tasting of the year with Se-
quoia Grove will be history.  
 
Winemaker Molly Hill pre-
sented a wide array of bar-
rel samples, single vineyard 
wines, and current releases. 
It was very encouraging to 
see a significant attendance 
by our members. We need 
to keep this enthusiasm as 
we move into February and 
our next tasting program 
with Cass Winery. We will 
also have our first Mini-
Tasting program featuring 
the wines from Californiaõs 
Coastal Region. Check the 
calendar for specific dates.  

Dennisõ Dialogue... 

Dennis Esslinger 

President 
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2008 ~ 2009 Board of Directors 
 

President ~ Dennis Esslinger 
714.544.9503 

 
Vice President ~ Carolyn Schoff 

714.437.9218 
 

Secretary ~ Kevin Coy 
562.243.3234 

 
Treasurer ~ Leslie Brown 

714.921.2717 
 

Director ~ Jim Beard 
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Director ~ Chris Cunningham 
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Director ~ Ron Gottesman 
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Director ~ Rich McCormick 
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February  

13 
Monthly Tasting ~ òCass Winery & Vineyardsó ~ 
DoubleTree Hotel ~ Santa Ana/OC Airport 

21 Mini-Tasting ~ òCoastal Winesó ~ Details TBA 

21 
Home Winemaker Group Quarterly Meeting & Potluck ~ 
McCormick Residence ~ Laguna Beach 

21 
Home Winemaker Group SO2 Wine Testing ~ OCWS 
Office, OCFEC  

March  

1 Wine Extraordinaire ~ Anaheim Hilton Hotel 

21 
Home Winemaker Group ~ Wine Blending Seminar & 
Workshop ~ OCWS Office, OCFEC 

22 Annual Wine Auction ~ Bldg 16, OCFEC 

April  

10 
Monthly Tasting ~ òSextant Winery & Per Bacco Wineryó 
~ DoubleTree Hotel ~ Santa Ana/OC Airport 

11 PYOL ~ Parade of Products Area, OCFEC 

25 Mini-Tasting ~ òSonoma Redsó ~ Details TBA 

May  

8 Monthly Tasting ~ Details TBA 

June  

6-7 
Commercial Wine Competition ~ Hilton Hotel ~ Costa 
Mesa 

13 Homewine Competition ~ OFEC ~ Details TBA 

27 Sorting & Ribbon Mailing Party ~ OFEC 

27 Mini-Tasting ~ òOC Fair Gold Medalistsó ~ Details TBA 

February 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
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available for purchase. Check the article in this newsletter 
and mark your calendar for a couple days of fun while adding 
some fine wines to your cellar. 
 
One last thought, as St. Valentineõs Day approaches, letõs all 
remember to do something special for our sweetheart. A 
glass of bubbly and a chocolate with a fire in the fireplace 
would certainly be a starter, and donõt forget a kind word for 
your neighbor and fellow member.  
 
I look forward to seeing you all at our next event in 2009 and 
remember to always drink responsibly at our events.  
 

Dennis Esslinger  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donõt Forget Valentineõs Day! 
Saturday, February 14 

(Continued from page 1) 

¶ 2006 Syrah 

¶ 2006 Rockinõ One (45% Syrah, 32% Mourvedre, 14% Gren-
ache, 4% Petite Sirah) 

¶ 2005 Cabernet Sauvignon (2008 OC Fair 4-Star Gold) 

¶ 2006 Petite Sirah 

¶ 2007 Syrah (barrel sample) 

¶ 2006 Cabernet Sauvignon (barrel sample) 

¶ 2007 Cabernet Sauvignon (barrel sample) 
 
Please join us and show your support for Bryan and his 
wines. As usual, a light dinner will be served at 6:45. The pro-
gram will start promptly at 7:30. The price to attend is $33 for 
members and $38 for guests.  
 
The wines will be available for purchase at a special dis-
counted price only at the tasting. 
 

Chris Cunningham 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

Dennisõ Dialogue... (Contõd) February Tasting... (Contõd) 

Chris Cunningham 
Director 
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Dine With Wine 

Weõre off and running for the New Year! 
 
OCWS Members and friends enjoyed two different Dine With 
Wine events in January; the first at Finbarõs Italian Kitchen in 
Seal Beach, and the second at Dave & Busters at the Block at 
Orange. And we should have another couple scheduled for 
February! 
 
Finbarõs presented an outstanding Italian feast including 
Calamari, Finbarõs exclusive Chopped Salad, Shrimp Piccatta 
and one of their specialtiesñChicken Pepperonatta. To me, 
the Chicken Pepperonatta was the dish of the evening! This 
dish starts with a lightly breaded chicken breast stuffed with 
pepperoni and provolone cheese. It is then pan-seared, 
baked, and coated with a garlic Chardonnay cream sauce. It 
was a pleasant surprise to find it was outstanding with red 
wine; the pepperoni fairing very well with a Tuscan blend or 
one of the excellent red blends that were shared throughout 
the evening. Nineteen participants enjoyed the generous and 
delectable food, the friendly company, and the outstanding 
wine brought by each of our members.   
 
It is January 12 at the time of this writing, and Iõm eagerly 
awaiting R.S.V.P.õs for our Dine With Wine dinner at Dave & 
Busters, on Tuesday, January 20. Dave & Busterõs is a differ-
ent venue, providing more of a sportive atmosphere with 
some really good food. Theyõve been ardent supporters of 
our Wine Classic and Wine Extraordinaire events for several 
years now and they deserve a visit in return. Last year, they 
provided an extra pool table for us to use, so I figured we 
might make it a little more fun this year by having an unoffi-
cial billiards tournament along with our wine dinner. Iõll let 
you know how it turns out in next monthõs edition of The 
Wine Press. 
 
Another reminder, Chris Cunningham is still looking for addi-
tional restaurants for the upcoming March 1 Wine Extraordi-
naire. Heõs continuing to offer two free tickets to the event 
for each restaurant that you recruit that participates in the 
event. Iõll also be looking for additional restaurants for the 
Wine Classic and will honor the same offer up through Au-
gust. Let your favorite restaurant managers know that we will 
bring at least 20 members to their restaurant for a coordi-
nated dinner after they participate in one of our events and 
weõll link their restaurantõs website to our member webpage. 
   

Donõt forget to bring your family and friends to our support-
ing restaurants and be sure to thank them for assisting the 
OCWS. 
  

¶ Dave & Busters ð The Block at Orange 

¶ Finbarõs Italian Restaurant ð Seal Beach 

¶ Carvao Grill ð Brea 

¶ Mad Mikeõs Sausages at Boosterõs Sports Grill ð Mission 
Viejo 

¶ Olive Garden ð Irvine 

¶ Orange Hill Restaurant ð Orange  

¶ Pacific Whey Café ð Costa Mesa 

¶ Sage at Eastbluff and Sage On The Coast ð Newport 
Beach 

¶ VINDUVIN Wine Tasting Cruises ð Newport Beach 
 
For more information about our Dine With Wine Program with 
our supporting restaurants, please feel free to contact me at 
kcmagnum@aol.com.   
 

Kevin Coy 

Kevin Coy 
Secretary 


